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Fund shall prepare, or have prepared,
an environmental assessment.

§1815.112 Preparation of an environ-
mental assessment.

(a) The Fund shall begin the prepara-
tion of an environmental assessment as
early as possible after the designated
Fund official has determined that it is
required. The Fund may prepare an en-
vironmental assessment at any time to
assist planning and decisionmaking.

(b) An environmental assessment is a
concise public document used to deter-
mine whether to prepare an EIS. An
environmental assessment aids in com-
plying with the NEPA when no EIS is
necessary, and it facilitates the prepa-
ration of an EIS, if one is necessary.
The environmental assessment shall
contain brief discussions of the fol-
lowing topics:

(1) Purpose and need for the proposed
action;

(2) Description of the proposed ac-
tion;

(3) Alternatives considered, including
the no action alternative;

(4) Environmental effects of the pro-
posed action and alternative actions;
and

(5) Listing of agencies, organizations
or persons consulted.

(c) The most important or significant
environmental consequences and ef-
fects on the areas listed below should
be addressed in the environmental as-
sessment. Only those areas which are
specifically relevant to the particular
proposal should be addressed. Those
areas should be addressed in as much
detail as is necessary to allow an anal-
ysis of the alternatives and the pro-
posal. The areas to be considered are
the following:

(1) Natural/ecological features (such
as floodplain, wetlands, coastal zones,
wildlife refuges, and endangered spe-
cies);

(2) Air quality;

(3) Sound levels;

(4) Water supply, wastewater treat-
ment and water runoff;

(5) Emnergy requirements and con-
servation;

(6) Solid waste;

(7) Transportation;

(8) Community facilities and serv-
ices;
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(9) Social and economic;

(10) Historic and aesthetic; and

(11) Other relevant factors.

(d) If the Fund completes an environ-
mental assessment and determines
that an EIS is not required, then the
Fund shall prepare a finding of no sig-
nificant impact. The finding of no sig-
nificant impact shall be made available
to the public by the Fund as specified
in 40 CFR 1506.6 of the CEQ regulations.

§1815.113 Public involvement.

All information collected by the
Fund pursuant to this part shall be
available to the public consistent with
the CEQ regulations. Interested per-
sons may obtain information con-
cerning any pending EIS or any other
element of the environmental review
process of the Fund by contacting the
Community Development Financial In-
stitutions Fund, Department of the
Treasury, 1500 Pennsylvania Avenue
NW., room 5116, Washington, DC 20220,
or such other contact entity designated
by the Fund.

§1815.114 Fund decisionmaking proce-
dures.

To ensure that at major decision-
making points all relevant environ-
mental concerns are considered by the
Decisionmaker, the following proce-
dures are established:

(a) An environmental document, i.e.,
the EIS, environmental assessment,
finding of no significant impact, or no-
tice of intent, in addition to being pre-
pared at the earliest point in the deci-
sionmaking process, shall accompany
the relevant proposal or action through
the Fund’s decisionmaking process to
ensure adequate consideration of envi-
ronmental factors;

(b) The Decisionmaker shall consider
in its decisionmaking process only
those alternatives discussed in the rel-
evant environmental documents. Also,
where an EIS has been prepared, the
decisionmaker shall consider all com-
ments received during any comment
process and all alternatives described
in the EIS. A written record of the con-
sideration of alternatives during the
decisionmaking process shall be main-
tained; and

(c) Any environmental document pre-
pared for a proposal or action shall be
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